Charter of the Grey Guarde

The Mistig Waetru Academy of Defense

Purpose:

It is the purpose of the Grey Guarde to instruct its members in the Artes of the Rapier and the customs of the Era of the Rapier. The Era of the Rapier Shall include 1450 AD to 1600 AD, inclusive.

The Grey Guarde will instruct its members in both Period and Knowne-Worlde techniques within the Arte of Defense. The Guarde will also encourage period dress and behavior both on and off of the Rapier Field including, but not limited to, a detailed persona, matching garb and gear, mannerisms, and speech. The Arts and Sciences shall also be encouraged. The Grey Guarde will provide Service to the Crown of the Middle Kingdom and to the Coronet of Northshield.

Membership in the Grey Guarde is open to any member or former member of the Shire of the Mistig Waetru, any fencer residing within the borders of the Shire of the Mistig Waetru, and any Gentle vouched for by any member of the Grey Guarde.

Ranks:

The ranks of the Grey Guard Shall be that of Cadet, Guardian, Lieutenant, and Captain.

The rank of Cadet shall be granted unto anyone joining the Guarde who is an authorized fencer or is in training to be an authorized fencer. The rank of Guardian shall be given to any non-fencer who joins the Guarde. Guardian may also be given as an honor. Lieutenants and Captains shall meet and decide whether any new members shall be admitted into their ranks. They are not required to admit new members but are encouraged to listen to the other members of the Academy in making choices.

Ceremony and Ritual shall be developed within the membership of each of the ranks of the Grey Guarde.

The following descriptions are meant to fit an individual within the rank described. These are not exclusive rules for membership nor are they binding.

The Cadet should have a firm desire to serve the Crown and Coronet and an enthusiasm towards the Arte of Rapier. The Cadet must be an authorized fencer or working towards authorization in fencing. 

The Guardian shall represent a quality or skill that befits the membership of the Grey Guarde. They are asked to instruct, or lend an example of their quality or skill whenever possible in order to enrich the Academy.

The Lieutenant shows skill at the Arts of Rapier, but not necessarily mastery. He or She also has made an attempt to match a period persona and is working towards period technique. The Lieutenant also should be a model of Service. The Lieutenant should be actively involved in the teaching of others. 

The Captain shows great skill at the Arts of Rapier. He or She consistently proves that skill upon the battlefield. The Captain is also well on the way to a Period Persona, arms, armor, and background. The Grey Guarde understands that no gentle, short of a Laurel, is a Master of the Arte of the Rapier. This shall not be expected even of a Captain. The effort is the true sign of a Captain. The Captain must be actively involved in the teaching of others. Captains must be warranted marshals of fence.

Academy Officers

There shall be four officers within the Grey Guarde. They shall be referred to as the Master of the Grey Guarde, The Watcher of the Mists, Sergeant of the Grey Guarde, and Sheriff of the Grey Guarde.

The Master of the Grey Guarde is the Head of the Academy and is voted in the by Captains of the Academy. The master serves for two years and may be returned to office indefinitely. The Master calls meetings of the Academy, representing the Academy abroad, and handling any administration. The Master has a seat and a vote in all meetings involving advancement of rank besides that which decides his own.

The Watcher of the Mists is the Academy scribe and is responsible for keeping minutes of all meetings and keeping a record of Academy membership and rank. The Watcher shall also see to the creation and upkeep of the Academy website.

The Sergeant of the Grey Guarde is responsible for overseeing the training and well being of the Guardians and Cadets in the Academy. The Sergeant must be a Lieutenant or a Captain and cannot be another officer. The Sergeant represents the interests of the Guardians and Cadets to the Lieutenants, Captains, and Master.

The Sheriff of the Grey Guarde is a Captain charged with watching over and assisting the Lieutenants of the Academy. The Sherrif represents the interests of the Lieutenants to the Captains and Master. 

Insignia of Rank:

Cadet: The badge of the Grey Guarde as a favor or baldric.

Guardian: The badge of the Grey Guarde without the Rapier Charge.

Lieutenant: The badge of the Grey Guarde trimmed in silver.

Captain: The badge of the Grey Guarde trimmed in gold.

Officers of the Grey Guarde shall be referred to by their titles by Academy members, but shall not bear any badge of rank beyond that which they have already achieved.

Notes:

Membership in the Grey Guarde does not preclude membership in any other Academy, Guild, or organization within the SCA. The Grey Guarde is not an officially recognized Academy or Guild of the Crown or Coronet at this time. It is organized as a Household.

